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GPO & Digitization of Historical Depository Collection
In 2004, GPO proposed digitizing all retrospective Federal publications back to the earliest
days of the Federal Government. Following the conduct of a pilot project in 2006 and its
evaluation in 2007, we issued an RFP in 2008 for a cooperative relationship with a public or
private sector participant or participants where the uncompressed, unaltered files created as a
result of the conversion process would be delivered to GPO at no cost to the Government, for
ingest into GPO’s Federal Digital System (FDsys). Unfortunately, we were unable to make an
award for this RFP in the allocated timeframe.
We are very disappointed in this setback, but are currently developing new digitization
alternatives. In addition to our longstanding goal of serving as one of the repositories for
electronic files through the submission of material to FDsys, our focus for digitization will be on
coordinating projects among institutions, assisting in the establishment and implementation of
preservation guidelines, maintaining a registry of digitization projects, and ensuring that there
is appropriate bibliographic metadata for the titles in the collection.
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